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affected sympathy with the deserted wife, who was too young and innocent to suspect her of having caused the quarrel.
Debendra Babu had a servant, Earn Harak by name, who had been in the family for nearly forty years and was treated as one of them. He had watched the growing intimacy between Hiramani and the young couple and, knowing the old woman's character well, endeavoured to counteract her evil influence. Finding this impossible he sought Debendra Babu in the parlour, salaxned profoundly, and stood erect, without uttering a word. His master asked, with some surprise, what he wanted,
"Mahasay," replied Earn Harak, "have I not served you for two-score years with obedience and fidelity ? Have you ever found me untrue to my salt?"
"Certainly not; I know you are a good and faithful servant.'*
" Then, Mahasay, you ought to protect me against enemies of your house. That odious hag, Hiramani, has abused me foully."
"Now, Earn Harak, it is you who are abusive. What have you done to offend her? "
"You are my father and mother/' replied Earn Harak with his eyes full of tears. " Let me explain fully. I have long since suspected Hiramani of